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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Resurrection

We celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus. We celebrate it on Easter, and we remember it every Sunday, the first day of every week. But resurrection is not just a celebration. The doctrine of the resurrection is proclaimed clearly in our creeds and elucidated by every Christian theologian. But resurrection is not just a doctrine. Resurrection is more than that. Resurrection is here and now. Thomas Long, in one of his sermons put it this way:

She told me last fall that her father had died over the summer. It was a hard last week because her father had a stroke and lost his power of speech. “And you know how hard that would be for my daddy. He loved to talk. But his last few days he couldn’t speak. I never will forget, my sisters and my brother and I were gathered in his hospital room on the last day of his life and we were feeling the pain of his struggle as he tried to communicate with us. Finally he motioned toward my brother as if to say, ‘Get me a glass of water.’ My brother went over to the sink and filled the glass with water and brought it to my father. But he wouldn’t drink it. He motioned as if to say to my brother, ‘You drink it.’ So my brother took a sip. Then my father made a motion, ‘Give it to your sister.’ He handed the glass to my sister. And then he motioned, pass it to me. And suddenly my brother said, ‘Oh, my God! He’s serving communion.’”
And then they knew that neither death, nor life, nor powers, nor principalities, nor anything else in all creation could separate any of us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. And the resurrection became in that hospital room a most wonderfully ordinary event.

Celebrate! Celebrate the resurrection!

 Lent 2009  
By the way…What is Lent?

The season of Lent begins with the observance of Ash Wednesday and continues for six weeks, culminating with the celebration of Easter. Also, during the period of Holy Week, which begins with Palm Sunday, churches around the world have special worship services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.

The word Lent is derived from the Anglo-Saxon word for springtime, which is a literal translation of the lengthening of the days. In the early church, the Lenten period was used as a time for preparing new converts for Baptism on Easter Sunday. Today it is a time for preparation, reflection, growth, and change. The forty-day period of Lent was established in the middle of the fourth century.  (Sundays are not included in the count, since Sundays are considered “little Easters,” all of which celebrate the resurrection.)

The liturgical color for Lent is purple, a solemn color, and a color for royalty and for repentance. The liturgical color for Easter Sunday and Sundays between Easter and Pentecost is white, signifying purity. 

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of the Lenten season, is a day of prayer and public confession of sins. In some churches the sign of the cross is made with ashes on the foreheads of believers. The early Israelites took the ashes from burnt offerings, mixed them with water, and sprinkled them over unclean persons (sinners) and their belongings. In the third century, the church began the custom of burning the branches used on Palm Sunday; saving the ashes and marking sinners, such as robbers and murderers with these ashes. Out of sympathy, family and friends of the ‘marked’ persons began using the ashes also.

Palm Sunday is a day of change from the joyful celebration of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem to the solemn knowledge of what lies ahead for him in the coming week. The custom of waving olive twigs in the procession began in the fourth century. It was not until about 400 years later that palm branches were first used.  Passion Sunday used to be the Sunday before Palm Sunday, when the focus would be on the suffering and death of Christ.  In recent years many liturgical calendars combine Passion and Palm Sunday.  Since it overloads Palm Sunday, our church keeps to the old way and takes one Sunday of the year to consider the passion, which is the suffering of our Lord.

Maundy Thursday (from the Latin word “man datum” or “commandments”) focuses on the Lord’s Supper and the new commandment to love one another. Good Friday was probably first called God’s Friday. On this day we remember Christ’s suffering and death on the cross.

Easter and the seven weeks following is the oldest, celebrated liturgical season of the church year. The season of Easter ends with the Day of Pentecost, fifty days after Easter.

      SUNDAY MORNINGS  

March 15        Third Sunday in Lent   1 Corinthians 1:18-25   “The Journey: God’s

      
Way or the Highway”

March 22         Fourth Sunday in Lent   John 3:14-21              “The Journey: Traveling

                                                                                              
In the Dark”

March 29
         Fifth Sunday in Lent     Seven Last Words of Christ –Theodore Dubois

April      5         Palm Sunday                Mark 9:1-11 “Hosanna!”



   WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  

Lenten Suppers and Vespers are a special tradition in our fellowship and journey to Easter.  Bring a salad or main course. Dessert and rolls will be provided. No reservations needed, just come and bring something to share. We begin at 7 pm. We enjoy a delicious meal, then sing a few of your favorite hymns, read a short scripture and hear testimony from witnesses (Eltje as prosecutor).

    March 18th: Christ On Trial - Witness: Nicodemus         
March 28th: Christ On Trial -  Witness: An Adulterous Woman

April 1st: Christ on Trial – Witness: John, the Disciple


HOLY WEEK

         April       9     

Maundy Thursday Communion 8pm in Hessler Hall


       
Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary – begins after service

            April       10     

Good Friday - Prayer Vigil in the Sanctuary until 3 pm
      April       11
     
Decorate the Sanctuary for Easter at 10 am

     April       12   
Easter Sunrise Worship 7 am in the Memorial Garden, breakfast afterwards            


                      Easter Worship Celebration at 10 

A Congregational Meeting – March 22
The church committees and then consistory, with faith in God and faith in your commitment, has put together the 2009-operating budget for our church.  It now comes to you for your information and ratification at a brief congregational meeting, to be held after worship on Sunday, March 22. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to talk to any member of consistory.  There is a copy of the 2009 budget for you to pick up on Sunday on the table in the narthex or in the office.
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We will start sending the church newsletter by email, so we need everyone's email address.  If you have email please email the church at gcomchurch@aol.com, or call the office at 723-1266.   If you don't have email, let us know that also, and you'll continue to receive it by regular mail.

The email list will be used only by the church for official church business.  This is a way for you to help the church financially without it costing you a penny: a bargain anytime, especially now.  And it’s also "green."
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GREENVILLE CHURCH RECITAL SERIES….
The Greenville Community Church Recital Series presents David Shenton, violin, and Corazon Bisda, piano, in recital on Sunday, March 15, 2009 at 4:30 pm.  (Please note that it starts at 4:30 rather than 3:30 pm).  The program will consist of 2 well-known Romantic violin sonatas – the first sonata by Brahms, and the Franck Sonata, more well known in music speak as the Franck Sinatra!  Brahms wrote his violin sonatas and his violin concerto for his friend, Joseph Joachim, while Franck wrote his sonata to honor fellow Belgian Eugene Ysaye’s wedding.  To signify the married state, Franck wrote the last movement as a canon (round), with the piano and violin taking turns in leading and following.  You’ve got to come watch to see who wins in the end!  But best of all, come since our violinist, David, is a musician extraordinaire.  He is a violinist, pianist, composer, arranger, music director, coach and accompanist who straddles comfortably both classical music and jazz.  He has performed with Wynton Marsalis, Tony Bennett, and the entire Broadway casts of Jersey Boys, Little Mermaid, The Color Purple, The Producers, A Chorus Line, Young Frankenstein and Phantom of the Opera.  He is on the faculties of New York University, Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute and Andy Anselmo’s Singer’s Forum.  To read more about David’s accomplishments, go to http://www.shentonmusic.com.  David is married to our former alto section lead, Erin Shields.

On Passion Sunday, March 29th, the Greenville Community Church Choir will repeat last year’s Seven Last Words of Christ by Theodore Dubois as part of our worship service.  

On Palm Sunday, April 5 at 3:30 pm, Manami Hattori, soprano and our alto section lead, will present a recital with her husband, tenor Sean Fallon.  She will be singing sacred music and opera arias and duets.

On Sunday, April 26 at 3:30 pm, Dennis Fox, bass, will give his recital.  Dennis is a student of Giuseppe Spoletini, and has subbed for Giuseppe here in church.  

 An Ancient Tradition…
Joining the church on Palm Sunday is an ancient tradition of the church. On April 5, Palm Sunday, we will receive new members into the formal fellowship of our church family. If you are ready to make this commitment or would like more information, talk to Pastor Eltje Brunemeyer.
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                                         IN OUR PRAYERS

The degree of our faith is the degree of our prayer.

The strength of our hope is the strength of our prayer.

                    The warmth of our love is the warmth of our prayer.
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news from the Search committee

The Search Committee has completed the self-assessment phase of the search process. This included surveying the congregation, filling out a church profile, developing a position description, and putting together a church information kit. All relevant materials have been submitted to the RCA office, so we are now ready to receive applications. An ad will be placed in the RCA magazine.



COME TO THE PROGRESSIVE DINNER!

 

             Fill out the form below and drop it off at the church office or put it in the offering plate on Sunday.

       ---- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -------

Name__________________  Phone___________
 Email




____I/We would like to attend.  $______ enclosed.

____like to host a social hour for ____people.     
____like to host a dinner for ____people.

____We would like to help at the dessert hour.    
____interested in childcare at the church.
______________________________________________________________
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You are invited to take part in the Easter decoration of our church.  Choose a plant(s) or give a general gift, and we will pick out the plants that are needed. Please return form as soon as possible.  We appreciate payment with your order.

Name:   








In memory of:  







General Gift towards Easter decoration  $



# of plants

   type

cost

  

              Lily

$12


            

  Tulip

$10
�





�








Bible Review and Music Workshop - Saturday, April 4





The Spiritual Life Committee will host a Bible Review/Music and Worship Workshop on Saturday, April 4, 2009 from 9am to 3pm.  Please register by calling the Church Office 914-723-1266 or Completing a registration form (they are on the table in the Narthex).  


Please register by March 22, 2009 so that we can plan adequately for lunch.











FLOWERS FOR EASTER














The date for our annual progressive dinner will be Saturday, May 2nd.  The cost is $15.00 per person.  The evening will begin with a cocktail hour at 6 pm at various people’s homes, then to different homes for dinner and finally back to the church at 9:30 pm for dessert.  We are looking for people to host cocktail hour or dinner or to help with dessert at the church.  This is one of the major events of the year and a very fun way to get to know one another better.  For more information, contact Rich Laudenbach at 337-0198 � HYPERLINK "mailto:Richie51@aol.com" ��Richie51@aol.com�, or Giuseppe Spoletini. 











