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From the Pastor’s Desk

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus. And your love toward all the saints …

Ephesians 1: 15

I have indeed received much joy and encouragement

From your love, because the hearts of the saints

Have been refreshed through you, my brother

Philemon 7

One of my favorite days of

the year is All Saints Sunday,

which this year falls on

November 1. You may

wonder why a Reformed

Church pastor makes such an

admission. Have I forgotten

what John Calvin said about

the “absurd fiction”

concerning saints? No. John

Calvin wrote an article to

Emperor Charles V titled,

“The Necessity of Reforming

the Church,” in which he said,

“Those who are precious in

the sight of God” (saints)

provide “examples of

patience” for those who come

after them.

In the New Testament, the

word “saint” refers to

Christians collectively. Each

member of Greenville

Community Church is a saint.

You are a saint! On November

1, we give added recognition

to those saints who have been

instrumental in guiding our

spiritual formation.

What Sunday school

teacher do you remember

from your childhood? Who

were the youth group leaders

when you were in high school?

Who officiated at your

baptism? Who helped you to

decide for yourself to believe

in God? The answers to these

questions provide “examples

of patience” for you to

consider as your faith matures.

There are a few great

hymn writers that feature the

New Testament usage of

saints, which is an added

reason to join the growing

number of Protestant churches

that observe All Saints Sunday.

Join us on November 1, to

sing with a loud voice “For all

the saints.” I look forward to

standing with the saints of

Greenville Community

Church and singing,

From earth’s wide bounds

And ocean’s farthest coast

Thro’ gates of pearl stream in the countless host,

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost

Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!

Edward
NOTEWORTHY
GABRIEL FAURE’S REQUIEM

The Choir’s first extended

offering will be Gabriel

Faure’s Requiem on

November 1. The music will

be worked into the Sunday

morning worship service. The

worship service will also

feature the theme of All

Saints’ Sunday.

INSTALLATION

The Rev. Jeff Gargano will be

installed November 1 as pastor

of Reformed Church of

Tarrytown, one of our sister

churches. The Tarrytown

church continues the ministry

of Old Dutch Church of

Sleepy Hollow. Jeff previously

served St. Thomas Church in

the Virgin Islands.

NURSERY SCHOOL

The Nursery School four-year-

old class will have their annual

picnic at the manse on

November 5. Children will

make pretzels prior to the

picnic and then gather on the

lawn at the manse for food and fun.

SCARSDALE-HARTSDALE CLERGY

The Scarsdale-Hartsdale

Clergy will meet on November

12 at 12:30 p.m. at Scarsdale

Congregational Church.

Pastors and rabbis will meet

for mutual support and to plan

an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service.

CONSISTORY MEETING

The Consistory will meet on

Saturday, November 14,

beginning at 9:30 A.M.

The meeting will be held in

the church lounge.

RECITAL

Alex Richardson’s Recital will

be held on November 15 at

4:30 p.m. Watch for

additional announcements on

Alex’s selection of music.

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING SERVICE

An Interfaith Thanksgiving

Service will be held on

Sunday, November 22 at 7:00

p.m. at Shaarei Tikvah, 46

Meadow Road in Scarsdale.

The worship service will

include seasonal music and

much to inspire our gratitude.

The preacher will be the

Reverend Lawrence

Kalajainen, the new Senior

Pastor of the Scarsdale

Congregational Church.

ADVENT

Advent begins on November

29. Advent is the season of

preparation of Christmas and

the coming of Christ. During

the four Sundays of Advent,

we will light candles and sing

some of the most popular

music of the church year.
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PRAYER CHAIN

DO YOU KNOW THAT WE HAVE A PRAYER CHAIN?

Our prayer chain is a group of people in our church family who have made a commitment to pray for specific needs and concerns of others, near and far. The commitment and the time required is simply to receive the information, pass it on and then to include in our prayers the expressed needs of others. Though we are often uncertain of what prayer does and does not do, prayer changes the life of those who pray and those for whom we pray.

If you would like to join the prayer chain or pass a concern to the prayer chain members, please contact the church office or Pastor Edward.

Here are some practical details:

1. Any person in the prayer chain may receive a prayer request.

2. When a request is received, it is passed on to the next person at once.

3. If unable to reach that person, one goes down the list until you reach someone live.

4. If you leave a message on an answering machine, continue down the list until you make a live human contact.

5. Prayer requests must be as simple as possible to stay accurate. 

FROM GROWTH COMMITTEE

PHOTOS NEEDED FOR WEBSITE

We are searching for digital photos to help depict the various aspects of life at Greenville Community Church for inclusion on our website. Anyone who has photos they feel would be useful and appealing to someone seeking to know what our church is like (sanctuary, Sunday School, Music, grounds, building etc.), please send them to the church office at greenvillecommunitychurch@gmail.com. We may not be able to use all photos right away but we’d like to build a small library of them for future use.

GROWTH COMMITTEE @ WORK: We welcomed a new member of the committee. Her marketing expertise, not to mention her enthusiasm, will be real assets in helping to accomplish our mission. The committee discussed several issues among them publicity for concerts in media and with banner, publicity in general, and an alternative worship time to appeal to young families.

BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

We have a Church Discussion Group that meets once a month, usually on the second Tuesday. Come and join us! This month we are reading Homer and Langley by E.L. Doctorow. We will meet to discuss the book (and other things) at 7:30 p.m. on November 10th. For more information call or email the church office.

BIBLE STUDY

Would You Like To Join A Bible Study? The new 3-week series will cover the birth of Jesus according to the Gospel of Luke. Suggestions for future topics of study are welcome from participants. Pastor Edward will begin the new Wednesday series on December 2nd at 7:30 p.m.
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