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Minister 

Rev. Dr. Edward H. 

Schreur 

Minister of 
Music 

Dr. Cora Bisda 

Administrator 

Elizabeth (Liz) 

Follen 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ $ÅÓË 
While a large crowd was gathering, 
And people were coming to Jesus 

From town after town, 

He told this parable 

Luke 8:4 

 Jesus often taught with 

parables. Why? Parables are 

simple stories, which are easy to 

remember and teach powerful 

truths. Many pastors use stories in 

their sermons for the same 

reasons. 

Since arriving at Greenville 

Community Church, I have used a 

variety of preaching methods. I 

welcome your feedback on what 

works best for you. So far, it seems 

that I have the most attention 

when I include stories that make a 

clear point. For example, if I say, 

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƴ ǘƻ ƭƛŜΣέ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ 

nods of agreement, but if I say, 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ 

Andrew told a straight-faced lie to 

Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǳǇ 

and listen. When Jesus used 

parables to teach the disciples, 

he not only gave content to 

consider, but he also gave a 

method for teaching. 

Perhaps most of the sermons 

you have heard in your life were 

deductive in style.  
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A deductive sermon begins with a 

theme and then provides 

implications of that theme. The 

outline of a deductive sermon is 

often an introduction, three points 

and then a closing illustration. 

Deductive sermon can be boring 

because they are like a joke in 

which the punch line is told first ς 

they lack drama. 

Consider the following: A minister 

ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ άIn order to 

understand my sermon next week, 

L ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ aŀǊƪ мтΦέ ¢ƘŜ 

following Sunday, as the minister 

began his sermon, he asked for a 

show of hands of all who read 

Mark 17. Many hands went up. 

DǊƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άaŀǊƪ 

has only 16 chapters, and now I 

will begin my sermon on telling the 

ǘǊǳǘƘΦέ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ƭŀǳƎƘ 

because of the surprise ending. 

What if the joke was told with the 

punch line first followed by a 

three-point explanation? Then the 

details of the joke would still be 

communicated but it would be far 

less interesting. 

I hope to preach in ways that keep 

your interest as well as proclaim 

the whole counsel of God. 

Sermons today are like your car 

and telephone ς they have 

changed a lot in the last 20 years.  I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǿŀnt to give up the 

advances made in cars and 

telephones. How do you feel about 

changes in preaching? 

 

   Edward 

NOTEWORTHY 

Ash Wednesday is February 17. 

Our worship service will begin at 

8:00 p.m. The service will include 

communion and, in what may be 

new for some people, the 

imposition of ashes. Ashes are 

placed on our foreheads to remind 

us that death awaits everyone, and 

of the necessity to make the most 

of our lives.  

 

 

. 
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The practice dates from the Middle Ages, prior to the 

division between Roman Catholic and Protestant 

Churches, and thus is a practice embraced by 

Christians of many different traditions, including the 

Reformed Church in America. 

Lenten Supper and Spirituality Series 

You are invited to bring a salad or main dish to share 

for a potluck supper, which will be followed by singing 

and devotions during Lent. The Wednesday series will 

be held in Hessler Hall at 7:00 p.m. on February 24 

and March 3, 10, 17, and 24. This is an opportunity for 

us to embrace the task of Lent as we pray and 

contemplate vital matters of faith together. 

Support the People in Haiti 

The recovery from a devastating earthquake in Haiti 

will take months and years. Our partner in support of 

the recovery effort is Reformed Church World Service. 

Donations designated for Haiti may be given to 

Greenville Community Church. An anonymous donor 

will match all donations given through our church. As 

ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 

what we can to support the people of Haiti in their 

time of crisis. 

Julian A. Fernandez 

We remember Julian A. Fernandez, who recently 

passed away in Guatemala. Julian was active for more 

than 20 years in the life of Greenville Community 

Church. He also served as a custodian and night 

ǿŀǘŎƘƳŀƴΦ WǳƭƛŀƴΩǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 

church on January 24. 
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(Continued) 

Consistory Meeting 

The Consistory will meet on 

Saturday, February 13, beginning 

at 9:30 A.M. The meeting will be 

held in the church lounge. 

Committee Meetings 

Committee Meetings will be held 

on Sunday, February 28, at 11:15 

A.M. The meetings will be held in 

Hessler Hall. 

A Solo Recital 

Giacomo La Vita, international 

guitarist, will present a solo recital 

on Sunday, February 7, at 4:30 

p.m. at Greenville Community 

Church. Giacomo was born near 

Florence, Italy, but grew up in the 

United States, where he received 

his Bachelor and Master of Music 

degrees from The Mannes College 

of Music. He was a top prizewinner 

of 15 international guitar 

competitions and was twice a 

winner of the annual Mannes 

College of Music concerto 

competition. Giacomo founded the 

La Vita-Williams Guitar Duo, which 

released a commercially available 

CD of classical guitar duets, and 

performs in a voice-guitar duo with 

his wife, soprano Jeanai La Vita. 

 

Book Club Event 

The next Book Club event will be a 

trip to the Morgan Museum and 

Library to see the Jane Austen 

exhibit on February 5. Participants 

are encouraged to read Persuasion 

prior to the outing. The event will 

include dinner and promises to 

provide a great evening in the city. 

Anyone interested may call the 

church office.  

Confirmation Class 

The Confirmation Class is in session 

and meets periodically at 5:00 p.m. 

on a Friday. Students recently read 

the Gospel according to Luke and 

are actively discussing the ways in 

which God is revealed in the world. 

Inspiring Music 

Our Music Director, Dr. Corazon 

Bisda, composed a piece of music 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎέ ǘƘŀǘ 

makes use of Isaiah 43. Guiseppe 

Spoletini sang it as a solo during 

our worship service on January 17. 

Since many people commented 

positively about the music and 

were inspired by the solo, the lyrics 

are reprinted here. 

 

 

 

Through the Waters  

Flint/Bisda 

When thou passesst through the 

waters, deep the waves may be 

and cold 

But Jehovah is our refuge and His 

promise is our hold  

For the Lord himself has said it, He, 

the faithful God and true, 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳ ŎƻƳŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ 

thou shalt not go down but 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦέ 

Seas of sorrow, seas of trial, 

bitterest anguish, fiercest pain,  

Rolling surges of temptation 

sweeping over heart and brain. 

They shall never overflow us for 

we know His word is true. 

All His waves and all His billows, He 

will lead us safely through. 

Threatening breakers of 

ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƻǳōǘΩǎ ƛƴǎƛŘƛƻǳǎ 

undertow, 

Shall not sink us, shall not drag us, 

out to ocean depths of woe; 

For His promise shall sustain us, 

praise the Lord  whose Word is 

true! 

We shall not go down or under, For 

ƘŜ ǎŀƛǘƘΥ ά¢Ƙƻǳ ǇŀǎǎŜǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΗέ 
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(Continued) 

Consistory Corner 

A number of items were discussed 

at the January consistory meeting. 

Spiritual Life Committee 

An International Coffee Hour will 

be planned for each month; they 

are a wonderful way to experience 

and share the culinary diversity of 

our church! An editorial board of 

four people was formed for the 

Newsletter to share the work that 

goes into it, like pictures, editing, 

content, etc. 

Church Growth Committee 

The New Usher teams are in place 

and will begin functioning in a few 

weeks. Four leaders will head up 

four teams so that everyone will 

usher on a rotational basis.  

Fred Brandi continues to be the 

ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ Χ 

remember to visit the site. 

Facilities /committee 

Almost the entire church now has 

the new energy efficient light bulbs 

Χ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ƴŜǿ 

ones for five years, we hope! 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

tƭŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Day. Possible mission programs are 

being discussed for the youth.  

The Fellowship and Mission 

Committee 

The Committee is in the process of 

ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ 

dinner. The date is May 1. For 

those of you who are new to the 

Church, here is a short description. 

The evening starts off with a 

cocktail hour at the home of one of 

our Church members. While there, 

you will receive an envelope telling 

you where you will be having 

dinner that evening. Following 

dinner, we meet back at Church for 

a great buffet dessert. This is not 

only a fun evening but it also gives 

you an opportunity to get to know 

all the members of our Church 

family. You will receive more 

information regarding the 

progressive dinner as the date gets 

closer, but please mark your 

calendars with the date MAY 1, 

2010. If you already know that you 

would like to host a cocktail hour 

or a dinner or work on the 

committee, please let Rich 

Laudenbach know. Again please 

ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  

Preliminary plans are underway for 

the Church Auction, which will be 

held in the fall of 2010. The 

coordinators will be Donna Read 

and Giuseppe Spoletini.  

 

 

 

A Hymn Sing 

There will be a Hymn Sing 

during our 10:00 a.m. worship 

service on Sunday, February 

нуΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ƴƻƛǎŜ 

together! Put aside the 

doldrums of winter! Be sure to 

vote for your favorite hymns.  

A ballot is included with this 

newsletter. 

 

ά 
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There will be a Hymn Sing during our 10:00 a.m 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуΣ нлмлΦ [ŜǘΩǎ 

make a joyful noise together! Put aside the doldrums 

of winter! 

 

 

What are 3 of your favorite hymns: Use this ballot to 

vote 

1.  

2. 

3. 

 

Greenville Community Church: Hymn Sing Ballot 
 

 

The most popular hymns will be included in our Hymn Sing on February 28, 2010. 

 

Please include your name: _____________________________________________ 

 


